2006 South Dakota Election Day Exit Poll

2006 South Dakota Election Exit Poll
Introduction Statement:  I am a political science student at the University of South Dakota conducting an exit poll for a class project.  I am doing a survey that does not ask questions about how you voted in specific races or ballot issue questions.  May I have a few minutes of your time to participate in the survey?  

Instructions:  Please direct me to place a check [(] in the bracket that best describes your answer to the following questions.
1.  How often do you vote?

[  ]
1.  Rarely.

[  ]
2.  Regularly in state-wide and national elections, but not local elections

[  ]
3.  Regularly in state-wide, national and local elections.

[  ] 
4.  Almost always, with very few exceptions.

[  ]
5.  Always.
2.  Was your decision to turn out to vote today influenced by the number and/or importance of ballot issues in this year’s elections? 
[  ]
1.  No.

[  ]
2.  Yes.
3.  How often do you use tobacco products?

[  ]
1.  Never
[  ]
2.  Rarely
[  ]
3.  Regularly
3-A.  (If answer to Q1 was “2” or “3”)  If the law is changed to increase the tax on tobacco will you, 
[  ]
1.  Purchase cigarettes in the same manner you do now.
[  ]
2.  Sometimes shop for tobacco in other states.
[  ]
3.  Always shop for tobacco in other states.
[  ]
4.  Quit smoking.

[  ]
4.  Unsure what effect it will have on you.  
4.  What is your overall position on abortion?

[  ]
1.  Strong Pro-Life
[  ]
2.  Pro-Life
[  ]
3.  Moderate Pro-Life
[  ]
4.  Neither Pro-Life nor Pro-Choice
[  ]
5.  Moderate Pro-Choice
[  ]
6.  Pro-Choice
[  ] 
7.  Strong Pro-Choice
[  ]
9.  Don’t know.

5.  How strongly do you support or oppose same-sex marriage?
[  ]
1.  Strongly oppose

[  ]
2.  Somewhat oppose

[  ]
3.  Neither support nor oppose
[  ]
4.  Somewhat support
[  ]
5.  Strongly support

[  ]
9.  Don’t know.

6.  How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statement: “The introduction of legal gambling and/or casinos presents more harm than good to rural and small town areas.”

[  ]
1.  Strongly disagree

[  ]
2.  Somewhat disagree

[  ]
3.  Neither agree nor disagree
[  ]
4.  Somewhat agree

[  ]
5.  Strongly agree

[  ]
9.  Don’t know.

7.   How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statement: The US Congress is doing an effective job in overseeing the President’s policies regarding the war in Iraq.  
[  ]
1.  Strongly disagree

[  ]
2.  Somewhat disagree

[  ]
3.  Neither agree nor disagree
[  ]
4.  Somewhat agree

[  ]
5.  Strongly agree

[  ]
9.  Don’t know.

8.   How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statement: President Bush is doing an effective job in handling the war in Iraq.  
[  ]
1.  Strongly disagree

[  ]
2.  Somewhat disagree

[  ]
3.  Neither agree nor disagree
[  ]
4.  Somewhat agree

[  ]
5.  Strongly agree

[  ]
9.  Don’t know.

9.  Have you ever felt discriminated against as a voter?

[  ]
1.  No

[  ]
2.  Yes

[  ]
3.  Not Sure
9-A.  (If answer to Q6 was “2” or “3”)   SELECTING AS MANY AS APPROPRIATE, what were the reasons you feel you might have been discriminated against? 
[  ]
1.  Disability

[  ]
2.  Age 

[  ]
3.  Race
[  ]
4.  Sex

[  ]
5.  Social Class 

[  ]
6.  Partisanship (political party membership)

[  ]
7.  Appearance

[  ] 
8.  Other ( _________________________ )
10.   How important is it that the Federal Government provide subsidies to protect wildlife habitat?

[  ]
1.  Extremely Important
[  ]
2.  Important
[  ]
3.  Neither Important nor Unimportant
[  ]
4.  Unimportant
[  ]
5.  Extremely Unimportant
[  ]
9.  Don’t know.

11.   Of the 11 state-wide ballot measures in this year’s election, how many did you feel well informed on before voting today?   
[  ]
Actual number (between 0 and 11) equals ______________ 
14.  How much time would you say that you spend consuming media (Television, Radio, Newspaper or Magazines) on a daily basis?

[  ]
1.  0-2 hours

[  ]
2.  2-5 hours

[  ]
3.  5-7 hours

[  ]
4.  7-10 hours 

[  ]
5.  10 or more hours

15.  Can you recall viewing any political advertisements in the past three months regarding the 2006 South Dakota election?
[ ]
1.  Yes  
[ ]
2.  No

15-A  (If answer to Q14 was “1”)   Which advertisement type was most helpful to inform your opinion on the issues or candidates?

[  ]
1.  Television
[  ]
2.  Radio

[  ] 
3.  Newspaper
[  ] 
4.  Magazines
[  ]
5.  Direct Mailers 
15-B.  (If answer to Q14 was “1”)   SELECTING AS MANY AS APPROPRIATE, what issues do you feel political advertisements helped you become informed on?

[  ]
1.   Abortion 

[  ] 
2.   Tobacco tax

[  ] 
3.   Judicial Accountability
[  ]
4.   Gay Marriage

[  ]
5.   Medical Marijuana

[  ]
6.   Property Tax

[  ]
7.   Lottery Tax

[  ]
8.   Cellular Phone Tax

[  ]
9.   US House Candidates

[  ]
10.  SD Governor

16.   How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statement: My vote makes a difference.  
[  ]
1.  Strongly disagree

[  ]
2.  Somewhat disagree

[  ]
3.  Neither agree nor disagree
[  ]
4.  Somewhat agree

[  ]
5.  Strongly agree

[  ]
9.  Don’t know
17.   How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statement:  Elected officials care about people like me.
[  ]
1.  Strongly disagree

[  ]
2.  Somewhat disagree

[  ]
3.  Neither agree nor disagree
[  ]
4.  Somewhat agree

[  ]
5.  Strongly agree

[  ]
9.  Don’t know
	PART 2:
About You 




2.1  Are you:

[  ]
1.Male

[  ]
2. Female

2.2   What is your age?

[  ]
1. Under 21 years



[  ]
4.  41 - 50 years

[  ]
2.  21 - 30 years



[  ]
5.  51 - 60 years

[  ]
3.  31 - 40 years



[  ]
6.  61 years or older








[  ] 
9.  Declined to Answer
2.3  Are you:

[  ]
1.  Married with dependents


[  ]
4.  Divorced without dependents
  
[  ]
2.  Married without dependents

[  ]
5.  Single with dependents
[  ]
3.  Divorced with dependents


[  ]
6.  Single without dependents
2.4  What is the highest level of schooling you have completed?

[  ]
1.  Grade school



[  ]
5.  Associate's or Technical Degree (2 years)

[  ]
2.  Some high school



[  ]
6.  Bachelor's Degree (4 years)

[  ]
3.  High school diploma or GED

[  ]
7.  Graduate Degree

[  ]
4.  Some college; no degree

2.5  How long have you lived in South Dakota?

[  ]
Less than 6 months


[  ]
11 to 15 years

[  ]
6 months to 12 months


[  ]
16 to 20 years

[  ]
1 to 2 years



[  ]
21 to 25 years

[  ]
3 to 4 years



[  ]
More than 25 years

[  ]
5 to 10 years

2.6  How would you describe your current employment
[  ]
1.  Employed Full Time


[  ]
2.  Employed Part Time

[  ]
3.  Full Time Home Care and/or Child Care


[  ]
4.  Unemployed

[  ]
5.  Retired
[  ] 
6.  Other  ( ________________________ )
2.7  How would you describe your Political Party Affiliation

[  ]
1.  Strong Democrat

[  ]
2.  Democrat

[  ]
3.  Independent with Democrat Leanings

[  ]
4.  Independent

[  ]
5.  Independent with Republican Leanings

[  ]
6.  Republican

[  ]
7.  Strong Republican
[  ] 
9.  Declined to Answer
2.8   What is your combined FAMILY income?

[  ]
1.  Under $20,000 per year


[  ]
4.  Between $70,000 and $100,000

[  ]
2.  Between $20,000 and $40,000
 
[  ]
5.  Between $100,000 and $140,000

[  ]
3.  Between $40,000 and $70,000

[  ]
6.  Over $140,000








[  ] 
9.  Declined to Answer
2.9  How would you describe your Ideology

[  ]
1.  Strong Liberal

[  ]
2.  Liberal

[  ]
3.  Moderate

[  ]
4.  Conservative

[  ]
5.  Strong Conservative
[  ] 
9.  Declined to Answer
2.10 What is your race

[  ]
1.  African American

[  ] 
2.  American Indian

[  ] 
3.  Asian

[  ] 
4.  Caucasian

[  ] 
5.  Hispanic

[  ] 
6.  Other ( _________________________ )

[  ] 
9.  Declined to Answer






PAGE  
2

